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MINSTRY OF HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE
{Department of Health)
NOTHICATION
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(d)

“principal display area” means—

() for box type packages, two equal sized largest surface area(s) of the box that may be displayed or
visible under normal or customary conditions of sale or use;

(i) for pouch type packages, the entire surface area of the pack that may be displayed or visible under
normal conditions of sale or use;

() for conical or cylindrical type of packages, the entire curving area of the pack that may be displayed
or visible under normal or customary conditions of sale or use;

(iv) for any other form or type of package, the entire surface area of the pack that may be dlsplaved or
visible under normal or customary conditions of sale or use;

“specified health warning” means, such health warnings as specified by the Central Government from time to
time, in the schedule to these rules.

3. Manner of packing and labelling.—( 1) Every person engaged directly or indirectly in the production, supply,
import or distribution of cigarette or any other tobacco products shall ensure that —

@)

(b)

{©

(d)

(e)

®

every package of cigarette or any other tobacco product shall have the specified health warning exactly as
specified in the schedule to these rules;

the specified health warnings shall occupy at least fifty per cent of the principal display area/s of the pack and

_ shall be positioned parallel to the top edge of the package and in the same direction as the information on the

principal display area/s:
Provided that for conical packs, the widest end of the pack shall be considered as the top edge of the pack:

Provided further that for box and pouch type of packs, the specified health warning shall appear on both sides
of the pack, on the largest panels;

none of the elements of the specified warning are severed, covered or hidden in any manner when the package
is sealed or opened;

no messages that directly or indirectly promote a specific tobacco brand or tobacco usage in general are
inscribed on the tobacco product package;

no product shall be sold unless the package contains the specified health warning:

Provided that the specified health warning shall be printed on every retail pack in which the tobacco product is
normally intended for consumer use or retail sale, as well as any other external packaglng, such as cartons or
boxes;

the specified warnings shall be inscribed in the language/s used on the pack :

Provided that not more than two languages shall be used on the pack, so as to ensure that the specified
warning is legible and prominent;

no tobacco product package or label shall contain any information that is false, misleading, or deceptive, or that
is likely or intended to create an erroneous impression about the characteristics, health effects, or health or
other hazards of the tobacco product or its emissions. This prohibition includes, but is not limited to, the use
of words or descriptors, whether or not part of the brand name, such as “light”, “ultra light”, “mild”, “ultra
mild”, “low tar”, “slim”, “safer” or similar words or descriptors; any graphics associated with, or likely or
intended to be associated with, such words or descriptors; and any product package design characteristics,
associated with, or likely or intended to be associated with, such descriptors.

4. Prohibition on obscuring, masking, altering or detracting from the Specified Health Warnings—No person
shall sell or supply any product, device, or other thing that is intended to be used, or that can be used, to cover,
obscure, mask, alter, or otherwise detract from the display of specified health warning on the tobacco product package.
This includes prohibition to design the product package or parts of the package, or accessories thereto, with any cover
that may obscure the prescribed messages.

5. Rotation of Specified Health Warnings—The specified health warning on tobacco packs shall be rotated every 12
months or as may be decided by the Central Government from time (o time.
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[Part H-—Sro (1))

0 THE GAZETTE OF INDIA : EXTRAORDINARY
SCHEDULE
(sce rule 3)

t. Components of specified health warning.—The components for the speaified heatth warning shall mciude.

1 Skull and Bones Sign.—FEvery specified health warming shall mandatonly mclude a pictonal depiction of skuil
and bones sign. 1 white on a black background (100% black) with white outlines. This sign shall be pronii-
nentls placed on the top left hand corner of the warning

12y Health Warning.—The warning ~Smoking Kills™ (on smoking forms of tobacco products) and “Tobacco
Kills (on smiokelessichewing and other forms of tobacco products) shall appear in white font coloar ona red
hackground (consisting of 100% magenta + H0% vellow)

3 Pictorial Representation of ill effects of tobacco use.—Pictorial depiction of the il] effects of tobacco use on
health. shall be placed beiow the 8kull and bones sign. and should appear in colour exactly asin the soft copy
prosided in the CD accompanving these rules. :

1) Health Message.—FEven specified health warming shall include the health message o black font colourona
white background. The health message should be printed in easy to read black font on a white background and
he font tpe/font size shall be. exactls as per the soft copy provided along with these niles.

2. The specified health warnings are
{1y Forsmoking forms of tobacco packs

(a3 . Tobacco kills 2300 Indians evervday

by Your sinoking kills babies

{21 ¥Forchewing/smokeless forms of tobacco packages:

(ay Tobacco causcs slow and pamtul death

Yobacco

causes
stow and
painfel
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Tobascn |
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mouth |
pangsr |

. e

These rules are accompanied by a CD that comains a soft copy of these health warnings. i Joint Photographic
Fxperts Group (JPEG) format. for inclusion m printing of tobucco product packages.
Minimum size of the specified health warning.—( 1) The mmimum size of the spectfied health warning on
each panet of the tobucco pack shall be 3.5 cm x4 cm to ensure that the warning 1s legible and prommnent
{2y The size of all components of the spearfied health warnung shall be increased proportionall according to
merease of the package size to ensure that the speaified health warning occupies fifts per cent of the
principal display area/s of the pack.
Language.—FEach health warning and health message has been specificd in English and regional languages
Approprate language combination shoutd be selected from the combination provided i the CD 1o ensure that
the language/s selocted for health warning and health message are in conformuty with the languagess used on
the pack by the wanufacturer Where more than one fanguage 1s used on the pack. the specified health sarmng
and language/s. Provided that not more than two languages shall be used on the pack.
Printing.—It must be eusured that the colour. intensity, clarny and size of alf the components of the specified
health warmng are not tampered with while printing subject to sub-paragraph (2) of paragraph > of tus
Schedule
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